Employment/Jobs Survey for People with Down Syndrome
Information is being collected by Libby Kumin, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

There is currently no information available on employment and unemployment status for adults with Down syndrome. The purpose of this survey is to begin to collect that information. So, it is important for you to fill out and return this survey whether you are working in paid or volunteer jobs, not currently working, or are in a training program to prepare you for jobs. The survey is designed for parents and their adult children with Down syndrome, ages 18-50 years old. Please post the link on listservers and in your newsletters. Everyone’s response is important. Thank you for completing the survey.

1.
Who is filling out this survey:
_____Adult with Down syndrome

_____Parent

_____Both

_____Other (specify)

2.
Age of adult with Down syndrome:
3.
Gender: ___M  


____F

4.
What state do you live in:
5.
Are you currently:

_____working at a paid job (go to question 9)

_____working at a volunteer job (go to question 9)
_____working at a combination of paid and volunteer jobs (go to question 9)

_____self-employed;have your own business ( go to question 9)

_____not working at all (go to question 6)

6.
How long have you been unemployed?
_________number of years   ________number of months

7. Have you ever been employed?

________How many years ago?   ________for how long?

8.
Reason for unemployment (check all that apply)
_____ looking for a job

_____ laid off 

_____fired

_____in a training program

_____choosing to volunteer instead

_____not interested in working

_____can’t work because of health problems

_____still in high school

_____attending a post secondary program

_____inadequate transportation

_____other (please specify)

9._______Total number of days and hours you are working each week? 
_____number of hours at your paid job
_____number of days at your paid job

_____number of hours at your volunteer work
_____number of days at your volunteer work

10. 
Are you working in:

_____competitive employment

_____sheltered work setting

_____have your own business/self-employed
_____other

11.  
How many different paid jobs do you have? _____

12. 
For your paid work, what kind of work do you do? Briefly describe what you do.
13.
What is your pay per hour? (optional) _____

14.
How did you find this job?

_____rehabilitation agency

_____employment agency

_____newspaper ads

_____internship

_____ parent, friends, and family contacts

_____religious group

_____other (specify)
15.
How long have you worked at this job?

_____under 6 months

_____6 mo to 11 months

_____1-2 years

_____3-4 year

_____4-5 years

_____more than 5 years

16.
Did you have training in high school that prepared you for this job?

_____yes

_____no

Explain

17.
Did you have training after high school that prepared you for this job?

_____job skills program

_____post-secondary program (explain)

_____ on the job training

_____other (explain)

18.
If you have more than one paid job, please write about your other jobs in the comments section:

Comments:

19.
Are you currently doing volunteer work?
_____yes

_____no

If yes, go to question # 20, If no, skip to question 26
20.
For your volunteer work, what kind of work do you do? Explain
21.
How long have you worked at this volunteer job?

_____under 6 months

_____6 mo to 11 months

_____1-2 years

_____3-4 years
_____4-5 years

_____more than 5 years

22.
Did you have training in high school that prepared you for the volunteer work you are doing?

_____yes

_____no

Explain

23.
Did you have training after high school that prepared you for this volunteer work?

_____job skills program

_____post-secondary program (explain)

_____ on the job training

_____other (explain)

24.
How did you find the volunteer work?

_____School counselor

_____Rehabilitation agency counselor

_____Employment agency

_____Parent, friends, and family contacts
_____Religious group

_____Other (specify)
25.
If you have more than one volunteer job, please tell us about the other ones in the comments section:

Comments:

26.
 In high school, did you participate in a job training program?

27. 
What kinds of jobs did you do? Explain:
Comments:

28. What type of work are you doing now? Describe:
Comments:

29.
What other jobs have you done?

Comments:

30.
Where do you work?

___fast food restaurant

___catering

___supermarket

___big box store (such as Target or Walmart)

___landscaping/outdoors
___janitorial/cleaning

___Office skills job

___Other (Please explain)
31.
Did you have a job coach?

___yes

___no

32. 
If yes, for how long? (Explain)
33.
How do you feel about your paid job(s)?

_____happy/satisfied

_____unhappy/dissatisfied

Why?

Comments:

34.
What job would you like to have in the future? What would be your dream job?

Comments:

Communication Skills at work:

35. Do you find it easy or difficult to talk to people at work?
___usually easy

___sometimes difficult

___usually difficult

___other

36.
When you are talking at work, is your speech:

___easy to understand

___difficult to understand

37.
Do you understand when you need to follow directions at your job? (check all that apply)
____always

____sometimes

____I have trouble understanding the directions when they tell me how to do it
____I understand when they show me how to do it

38. What are the areas where you would like to get help:

_____speaking

_____understanding instructions

_____other

Computer skills:

39.
Do you use computers?

_____yes  (If yes, go to question 40)
_____no  (If no, go to question 45)
40. Which of the following can you use? (Check all that apply)

____Windows
____MAC

____desktop

____laptop

____MS Word

____Excel
____Database

____PowerPoint

____Facebook

____Text messaging on the phone

41. 
Do you use your computer skills in your paid job?
___yes

___no

42.
Do you use your computer skills in your volunteer work?
___yes

___no

43.
Do you use a computer at home?
___yes

___no

44.
If you use a computer at home, what do you use it for (Check all that apply)

___searching the internet (google or other)

___going on websites

___chatting with my friends

___email

___texting

___sharing photos

___downloading music

___downloading movies

___playing games

___other (please explain)

45.
Which electronic devices do you use? Please check all that apply 

___Iphone

___IPad
___IPod

___MP 3 player

___cell phone

___Blackberry

___Droid

___other smart phone
___digital camera

___Ebooks (such as Nook or Kindle)

___other (please specify)

Thank you for completing the survey.

